SHORT INOFRMATION FOR INCOMING STUDENTS
Dear Exchange Student!
Welcome to study at Saint-Petersburg State Polytechnical University!
Arrival information 

Official postal address of the central SPbSPU campus is: 195251, Saint Petersburg, Polytechnicheskaya, 29. 
In fact one site is at «Lesnaya» subway station while the central site of the campus stretches between three other subway stations: «Ploschad' Muzhestva», «Polytechnicheskaya» and «Academitcheskaya». On the map of the northern part of the city below SPbSPU labels location of the Main University Building and IIEP designates location of the Institute of International Educational Programmes. (See Campus Map for details http://www.spbstu.ru/english/transport_ie.html ).  

Public transportation from the airport: bus route # 13 to «Moskovskaya» subway station, change to red line at «Technologicheskiy institut» subway station,  to «Academicheskaya» station and then two trolley’s stops till the Institute of International education Programs (Grazhdanskiy prospect, 28).  From the railway stations it is possible to arrive by Metro to «Academicheskaya» station and then two trolley’s stops till the Institute of International education Programs. The cost of ticket is 14 rubbles. So exchange students are advised to have small amount of pocket Russian money with them or to change money on their arrival in the airport or railway station.

Foreign students are advised to send to SPbSTU International Services information on their arrival in St-Petersburg  by e-mail to mobility@imop.spbstu.ru  or   interdep@imop.spbstu.ru .
Unfortunately we cannot guarantee that your tutor will be able to meet you upon your arrival in August since the most part of Russian students are on the vacations till the 1 September.

Living Arrangements/ Residence Permits
Though the accommodation will be booked  automatically for each applicant on the basis of first come, first served until the capacity is full exchange students are required to fill in the housing application form, if they would like SPbSPU International Services to reserve accommodation for them and to send the scan of signed Housing form by e-mail to interdep@imop.spbstu.ru or mobility@imop.spbstu.ru .  Accommodation is provided in one of the University hostels. Block 15 is newly reconstructed and offers a high standard of accommodation, where 2 rooms share a kitchen and bathroom.
Each incoming student should register his residence in the Local Migration Services on the address of his accommodation in 3 working days starting from the day of his/her crossing the boarder. Students missing registration in 3 days are imposed the fine up to 5000 rubles to the Migration Cervices. To make the necessary arrangements for the registration on time the incoming exchange students are required to come to the SPbSPU Academic Mobility Department (room 218, 28, Grazhdanskiy pr., Institute of International Educational Programs) on the next working day after crossing the boarder and arriving to Saint-Petersburg.  For registration he/she needs

· Passport 
· Migration card with the stamps of both frontier guards made on crossing the boarder. Please ask for the Migration card on the boarder! The presence of the stamp in the passport is not enough for the registration! Please be careful and check the presence of  both stamps in the Migration card.

· Health and life insurance certificate. Insurance certificate can be purchased in SPbSPU on student’s arrival. 

· AIDS check-up test for students coming for the period of less then three months. Students coming to SPbSPU for the period more then three months should pass AIDS check-up test in Saint Petersburg within 3 days on their arrival

· 6 photos black and white, not digital, on mat paper, 3x4 sm, made in white dress. They can also be done in Saint-Petersburg on student’s arrival. 

· 600 rubles

Each student coming to Saint-Petersburg on SPbSPU invitation is to be registered in the University hostel and live on the place of registration. University doesn’t reserve apartments other then in the hostels. Still student might consider renting a room in a Russian family flat. In case student find himself the accommodation in private sector he/she can move to the flat only in case he/she will be provided with the official registration there. All expenses on changing the registration are paid by student.
The monthly rates for shared-room in double-room apartments with common kitchen facilities is 3600 rubles/month. Students are required to pay accommodation fee upon signature of the rental contract for the coming semester or for the whole period if the duration of staying in Saint-Petersburg is less then one semester.  On the day of  signature of the rental contract students pay the deposit of 1500 rubbles which is repayable and will be given back on the student departure in case no damage is caused. 
The apartments available for students are furnished rooms in two- or three-room shared apartments in the university campus. The furnishings in each room include a bed, a desk and an office chair; the tenants of an apartment(s) share a common kitchen and bathroom. The rent for the apartment covers the cost of electricity, heating, water, linen,  mattresses, pillows and blanket. No computer is provided. Exchange students are advised to bring computer if necessary.  Internet connection is provided for a single payment. Student buildings are also equipped with coin-operated laundry facilities. Kitchen utensils are not provided with student apartments. 
The university does not accept liability for loss of students’ property. 

Meals are served in the University canteens and cafe on reasonable prices.  

Internet. 
Internet  excess is available in the Institute of International Education programs for a single payment

Compulsory Health Insurance 

All foreign students must have sufficient health and life insurance while they are studying at SPbSPU. For citizens of EU/EEA countries it is not enough to obtain the European Health and Life insurance card  from social security authorities in their country of origin. Besides they should find out whether or not their country has signed a reciprocal social insurance agreement with Russia and if it has, what the agreement covers and what is the contact details of the hospital in St-Petersburg. University hospital provides free medical services only for the holders of the Russian Insurance card that can be purchased at SPbSPU on arrival and that provides the same benefits by the Russian Medical Institutions as for Russian citizens. In order to register, the students coming from outside the Russia have to show an Insurance certificate to the local Migration Services.
Duration of the exchange study period

The academic year at SPbSPU is divided into two semesters, the autumn semester and the spring semester each followed by the examination weeks at the end. Autumn semester starts on 1 September and ends (including the examination weeks) late January. Spring semester starts on the first Monday of February and ends (including the examination weeks)  at the end of June.  During the summer months some instruction is provided, and some departments are open for Summer Schools  and research work.
ECTS information

All exchanges are coordinated by the Department of Academic Mobility. Incoming students participate in courses taught in English or in Russian. All documents for international students are given in ECTS format and SPSPU’s students records abroad can be recognized by the University.
 
Clothing

Russia has four distinct seasons and temperatures vary a lot depending on the season. If you are spending winter in Russia, please pack warm winter clothes with you or be prepared to buy them. In summer it can be rather hot weather with the temperature up to 30 Celsius. 
It is also a good idea to bring either an umbrella or raincoat with you. 
Photos

Exchange students are also advised to bring two or three additional passport-sized photos with them. Besides the registration, photos are needed for student card, building entering card etc.  Still it is possible to make photos in St-Petersburg.
Courses

Though exchange students participating in the programs taught in English choose the courses before arrival students participating in the programs taught in Russian will make the final decision on the list of courses on their meeting with the academic advisor at SPbSPU since the final timetable for the coming semester is usually ready few days before the beginning of semester.
To check-in you need: your passport, migration card (on the bourder), photographs (not obligatory). You’ll have to pay accommodation fee and insurance against breakages and losses. So make sure that you have enough Russian money. You can also change money at one of the  Russian  banks at a good rate of exchange.
